Primary small cell carcinoma of the larynx.
Small cell carcinoma is a rare tumor of the larynx. We present such a case in a 78-year-old female. The histopathological diagnosis at the time of laryngomicroscopic biopsy was squamous cell carcinoma, upon which basis we initially chose surgical treatment. The surgical specimen, however, revealed small cell carcinoma. Despite the administration of radiotherapy and chemotherapy, the patient died 9 months after initial presentation. We believe that this case illustrates the need for a sufficiently large biopsy specimen in order to arrive at the correct histopathological diagnosis when small cell carcinoma of the larynx is present, and that immunohistochemistry and electron microscopy should be performed to aid the diagnosis.